THE MAJOR CARRIERS (CHOICE SPACE):

Cingular  (MITRE)

Sprint

Nextel  (MITRE)

Verizon Wireless  (MITRE)

Merger: Sprint-Nextel will be third-largest.

Cellular vs. PCS
The term "PCS" is often used in place of "digital cellular," but true PCS means that other services like paging, caller ID and e-mail are bundled into the service. 

Cellular was originally created for use in cars, but PCS was designed from the ground up for greater user mobility.  PCS has smaller cells. Cellular systems in the United States operate in the 824-MHz to 894-MHz frequency bands; PCS operates in the 1850-MHz to 1990-MHz bands. And while it is based on TDMA, PCS has 200-kHz channel spacing and eight time slots instead of the typical 30-kHz channel spacing and three time slots found in digital cellular. 
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	complaints/100,000 cust
	million customers - end of 2004
	

	4.6
	49.1
	Cingular Wireless 

	4.3
	17.3
	T-Mobile USA Inc., a unit of Deutsche Telekom AG.

	3.6
	21
	Sprint, including its affiliates 

	2.3
	15
	Nextel 

	1.4
	43.8
	Verizon Wireless, a joint venture of Verizon Communications Inc. and Vodafone Group PLC of the U.K.
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Very cool quick way to pick phones by capability:

http://www.myrateplan.com/cellphones/  

====================

http://www.myrateplan.com/cellphones/
====================

A  service plan comparison tool:

http://www.inphonic.com/wlnphome.asp
====================

A  service plan comparison tool:

http://www.letstalk.com/product/findProducts.htm/depId=2/pgId=101 

(Only Major carriers.)
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This is another service plan comparison tool:

Subject:Rationality and Cell Phone Choice

From: Fred Chase <f-chase@comcast.net>

Date: Fri, 18 Jul 2003 20:43:00 -0400

Judie,

I found the cell phone choice thingie.  Seemed like the way to do it, when I

was thinking about getting one.  -Fred

1) Go to http://getconnected.com/v_wireless/ 

2) Scroll to the bottom and click "Wireless Plans"

3) Enter your area code and click "go"

2) Click on "Use our Bill Optimizer"

3) Enter your parameters

4) Choose a plan, *then* lastly

   choose one of the available telephones

    (Seems like they're often free)

October 2004 update:

Go here for a list of plans:

http://getconnected.com/v_wireless/w_phone_view.asp 

"Bill Optimizer" or "Optimize your bill"  (This is the cool thing!)

http://getconnected.com/v_wireless/w_plan_wizard.asp 

====================

Also a great article is at:

http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/cell-phone-buying.htm 
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Wireless Carriers Leave Many Callers in Dead Zone

Fancy Digital Handsets Come With Coverage Gaps In Busy Cities, Rural Areas

By MARLON A. WALKER and JESSE DRUCKER

Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

August 9, 2004; Page A1

U.S. cellular carriers are aggressively promoting a new generation of phones that have everything from built-in cameras to Web surfing. But many are missing their old analog gear, and that can make it harder to place and receive calls in many areas.

Problems with blocked calls and dead zones are afflicting callers in big cities, including New York and Los Angeles, but they are especially pronounced in rural areas.

Digital technology also allows the phone manufacturers to make their handsets slimmer, conserve battery life and offer an array of revenue-generating, high-tech services like wireless Internet browsing.

At the same time, many of the big carriers, like Verizon Wireless, Cingular Wireless and AT&T Wireless Services Inc., still rely on older analog networks for "roaming" arrangements in small towns not covered by the digital infrastructure -- and for backup capacity in big cities where the digital networks can get overloaded.

A lot of today's best-selling phones aren't built to work on the analog networks. 

All five of the top-selling phones from Cingular and AT&T Wireless -- including Motorola's popular V400 clamshell phone with a built-in camera -- lack an analog component. (Cingular is expected to complete its acquisition of AT&T Wireless later this year, which probably will make it the country's biggest cellular carrier.) One of Verizon Wireless's best-selling phones, the color-screen VX6000 camera phone by LG Electronics Inc., has no analog component.

There are still enormous gaps. Wide swaths of the rural U.S., including much of Montana, Nevada, Nebraska, Colorado, Missouri, Kentucky, Vermont and New Hampshire, are still analog only, according to the Federal Communications Commission. 

In the U.S., AT&T Wireless and Cingular have a big incentive for not selling phones with analog service: The two carriers are each already operating two different digital network technologies, called TDMA and GSM. None of their GSM phones have analog, except for a few hard-to-find models that combine TDMA and GSM.

"They want more and more for their customers to be completely on their network," said Charles Golvin, a principal analyst at Forrester Research Inc., a technology research and consulting firm based in Cambridge, Mass.

Not all cellular operators are willing to ditch the analog in their phones. 

Alltel Corp., the country's seventh-biggest wireless operator, with 8.3 million customers, says it includes analog backup in every phone it sells.

"The cost benefit of offering a digital-only phone for us hasn't outweighed the impact it could have on our ability to provide the customer with adequate coverage outside of our networks," said Kevin Beebe, Alltel's group president of operations. The carrier still operates small parts of its network solely over analog.

Consumer Reports found that about 15% of the 1,880 who tried to call 911 using their cellphone had trouble getting through. The major U.S. cellular carriers use four incompatible digital technologies.  [A Dec 2004 NYT article says 3: C.D.M.A., T.D.M.A. or G.S.M. ] A caller using, say, a Cingular GSM-only phone in an area where the only digital signal available is a CDMA signal from Verizon Wireless would not be able to complete the call. But the caller could if the phone had an analog component.

The FCC requires that carriers continue to operate analog networks until Feb. 18, 2008 -- but it doesn't require phone manufacturers to include the analog component in every handset.

"The importance of analog is it's a common language for calls."

It can be tough to figure out whether a phone is rigged for analog ("dual-mode")by looking at carrier Web sites. Verizon Wireless's site, for example, lists its phones that include analog backup as "tri-mode" -- but the word "analog" can be hard to find. Verizon Wireless, however, does have detailed maps revealing what parts of its network are covered solely by analog.

Cellphone bulletin boards on the Internet, such as http://howardchui.com/  and http://www.phonescoop.com/ offer information about capabilities of different phones, including what parts of the country have no digital coverage.

--David Pringle contributed to this article.

Write to Marlon A. Walker at marlon.walker@wsj.com and Jesse Drucker at jesse.drucker@wsj.com
Here's another one:

http://letstalk.com/product/promo.htm 

Deeper insight:

http://www.geckobeach.com/cellular/default.asp
(Canadian orientation)

Liberty Wireless, Virgin Mobil, and OPEX  are no contract pay-as-you-go.

http://www.calling-plans.com/payasyougo.html 

http://www.calling-plans.com/cellular-phones.html (cheap cell phone plans)

Here's another one:

http://letstalk.com/product/promo.htm 

http://www.inphonic.com/b2b/index.asp is some kind of wholesaler. 

	
	Sanyo MM-7400 (Multimedia Phone)
	LG 1200
	

	Standby Time 
	 Up To 288 Hours (12.00 days)
	144
	

	Talk Time 
	 Up To 210 Minutes
	150
	

	Dimensions 
	 3.64 in x 1.97 in x 1.13 in
	
	

	Vibrate 
	 Yes
	Yes
	

	Weight 
	 4.06 oz
	
	

	Data Capable / Use This Phone As A Modem 
	 Yes
	
	

	Multimedia Messaging 
	 MMS Protocol
	
	

	Text Messaging (SMS) 
	 2 Way
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Streaming Multimedia 
	 Yes
	
	

	Battery Type 
	 LiIon 1000 mAh
	
	

	Polyphonic Ringtones 
	 72 Chords, Downloadable
	
	

	Picture Caller ID 
	 Yes
	
	

	Multiple Languages 
	 English and Spanish
	
	

	Digital Camera 
	 VGA W/ Digital Zoom And Flash
	
	

	Customizable Animated Wallpapers 
	 Yes
	
	

	Video Capture 
	 W/ Night Light And High Resolution
	
	

	Internal Color Display 
	 176 x 200 Pixel TFT, 65,000 Colors
	
	

	Streaming Multimedia Viewing Capability 
	 Yes
	
	

	External Display 
	 64 x 64 Pixel TFT, 65,000 Colors
	
	

	Speakerphone 
	 Yes
	
	

	Push to  Talk
	Sprint Ready
	
	

	
	 
	
	

	Mobile Web Browsing 
	 WAP 2.0
	
	

	Talk Capable
	
	
	

	Hands Free Dialing
	No Need To Pre Record
	
	

	 
	
	
	

	To Do List
	Yes
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Games 
	 Downloadable Via Java
	
	

	Customizable Graphics 
	 Yes
	
	

	Customizable Faceplates 
	 2 Included
	
	

	Voice Memo 
	 Yes
	
	

	Alarm 
	 Yes
	
	

	Calendar 
	 Yes
	
	

	Multiple Numbers Per Name 
	 300 Entries
	
	

	Application Platform 
	 MIDP 2.0, J2ME
	
	

	High Speed Data
	CDMA2000 x 1RTT
	
	

	 
	
	
	

	Network Compatibility 
	 CDMA 800, 1900
	CDMA 1900
	

	Ringtone Types Supported 
	 MIDI
	
	

	Predictive Text Entry 
	 T9
	
	

	Built In Memory
	3 MB
	
	

	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


